


Theorem Let p
be an odd prince. Then

Y- x = x(x*"
- 1) = x(x=- 1)(x*+ 1) =

X)xpa-

Roots : all
(nonzero) Tonsquares I roof of xi-X.

squares in #p
in # (Fermat's Little Theorem

ProofLet at # ,

ato
,
so is a nonzero square in t .

Then a is a root of

x 1 Since (a(- 1 = a
*-1 = 0 by Fermat's Little Theorem.

sobprocessofeliminationas itsroutallthenousquares
in

a
called Euler's Criterion : given at #p , p an odd prime,

=St squarenea & modp

Eg,
is 7 a square or a nonsquare in F ? Use Fulea's Criterion : 7= 103 = 1000 = 12 =1 mod is

Soo is a nosquare mod 13.

Definition Let p
be an old prine ,

at1 . Then thegendre sy() + 5-1,
0

, 13
-

is defined by ()-9 if a is nonzerosquaremodi (i) = 0

So a = (g) mod 13.
O if a = 0 mod p. eg . (5) = 1

159) = 0
(

(i) = 1



= (5)() for all abeX (they don't need to be relatively prime)

The Legendre symbol (g) is a completely multiplicative function of a (where the addpricea
eg . [ =

( = so 2017 mod is a nousquare ud.
-

- I

When is- square mod p
? -1 is a

Gronsquare
mod 3

,
7

,
11, ...,

2003, -

= P- square
mod 5

,
13

Is- a square or a nosquare mod p : 200?? Nonsquare.

there letbeanodd prime
.=-

If p= 4k+ 1 theni = 2h
, Gl
= 1.

#f p= 4k+3 then = 24+, (12k+
= -1 .

How hand is it to find a nonsquare
mod p (given an odd prime p) ?



Given

atadd Pomeautare Legendre sea

We can use Eulei, Criterion ( = A mod p . Easy on a computer ; not so easy by hand.

But there is a method that works well by hand : the method of Quadratic Reciprocity
(Ch.

227.

( = (i)
eg . (5) = 1 Since z= 32 mod 7

F = - mod 8 So ...man (5) = -11
,
4 squares

mods
2,3 nonsquares ..

if p= #3 mods

If p-q old primes then Itg) and (9) are closely related :

(f) = (t) it at least one of p,g is = 1 mod4

(t) = - (g) if p=g
= smod4

i .
e . (f)() = HE (the law of Quadratic Reciprocity



Eg . Compute(==E =He is a squarem

Sinc= 3 mod 4

Eg . (8) = (e)= = ()() = (() = 1-1( = ((+) =-

+! 891 mod 4 i.e .
60 is a nonsquare

und 89.
Questions : If we compute () = / (either by Euler's Criterior or Quadratic Reciprocity

we know= a modp has two solutions (the two square roots of a modp).
Can we actually find these two solutions ? (i.e . compute the square roots of a

mod p) ? Yes.

egpemod4.In the casewecafindThe twosquare
rooo a

Pick < + 51 ,
2

,
"

, p-13 randomly· Compute (f) =F mod p

If (f) = -1 (c issquare modp) take x = c modp ,

then x= cr- mods
If (g) = + 1 (c square mod p) try again.

99
.

9 % of the time
,
it takes at most ten dries to findx satisfying x= -1 modp

.

How can we find a
,
b-I satisfying p

= a+32 ? (assuming p
= 1 mod 4)

This is as difficult of finding a solution of x= -1 mode
.

If p= a+b then in # ,b= 0
,

b= -a -1 = (5). The square
rook of -1 mods are t



There Let p be prime .
Then p is a sum of two squares iff pE3 mod 4.

Proof We already know that i p= 3 mod 4 then p is not a sum of two squares.

Conversely
will givensuppose pisprime, There

is moretamoneprobataP
This algorithm is very efficient

in practice even for primes having hundreds or thousands of

decimal digits. If p = 2 then p = P+ P .
Henceforth p= /mod 4 .

Let < + 91
,

. .

., pri such

that c = - modp .
(See previous slide for a method to Find c

.

) Then + = 0 modp
i.e .

c+ 1 = mp for some m 1 .
We can iterate the following descent step which

leads from a large multiple of p
as+ M2

,
to a smallen multiple of p of this form,

repeating until we get p= atb2
,

a
,
b-*.

(Fermat's Method of Descent)
Suppose mp

= a+ b2
,

a
,
b + 91

, 12.,
3. Somp = xi

,
x = a+bit[/i]

After reducing ab mod m to get d = p modu where p= a+bi
,

191 ,
1b'1= Choose abe-E ...., i

a =a mod m
or G-m,Then x3 = mr for someNEli].

beb' und m

since x = (a+bi)(a-bi) = (aa'+bb') + Lab modern
-

= a+b=
= mp

a=

mp = O modi mk = B
= mp m2r = mppB = mp.mk(2)(B) = mpB

vE= ph .
where we can check 15km.

mr . mi = mpBg
m UF = p85 wherediseases both sides I This can be checked carefully to finish the
mpk = pBs proof .



Eg

.WriteP009so
a Sumofto squares . (l0=pra

13 = -1 mode so 13
, 31 monsquares mod p

= 1009. The two square-roots of
zith =- mods modp are 1469 i

.
e.

g = 469 mod p 469
,

540.

Choosing the smallest nonsquare 3 = 540 mody
4691 E

469+ 1=8p ,
a : 469i 469 = 33 mod2a
B

= 33+

U= ap = (469 + i) (33-i) = 15478 - 436i = (18(71-2i7
V= y - 2

55ing with=,
B

= 1 + zi

my = xg = (7) + 2i)(1-zi) = 75-140i = 5(15-28i)
V= 15-28:

vi = 152+ 282= 1009 =

p


